






 

 
 

 

 



Table 2. Estimated maximum number of probes reprocessed in an 8-hour workday per current  
standards and guidelines

*Calculated from fastest estimated total reprocessing time assuming 100% efficiency
**Manual cleaning and automated disinfection







 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 







 

  

 







Summary
A semi-automated reprocessing method using manual cleaning followed by automated high-level 
disinfection (HLD) using an automated disinfector is outlined in this section. The point-of-use processed 
probe is transported to a central reprocessing area where it is manually cleaned using immersion in a 
prepared cleaner. The probe is then rinsed and dried. Once clean, the probe is high-level disinfected 
using an automated disinfector. Following a successful cycle, the probe is dried and stored to avoid 
contamination from the environment. All procedure details are documented using manual or electronic 
systems prior to reprocessing the next probe. This section was written in general terms to provide the 
most broadly applicable procedure. Always consult the manufacturer’s instructions to determine the 
specific procedures that must be followed for a particular probe/cleaner/disinfectant/disinfector.

Definitions and abbreviations

Automated disinfector – an FDA–cleared medical device that has been cleared for use to disinfect 
medical devices using an automated process. For the purposes of this document, automated disinfector 
refers to FDA-cleared medical devices that are cleared for the high-level disinfection of semi-critical 
transvaginal ultrasound probes.

Cleaning – the process of removing soil, debris, and foreign materials from medical devices

High-level disinfectant – a chemical (usually in liquid, foam, or gaseous form) that kills all 
microorganisms on a device or instrument, except for a small number of bacterial spores when used 
according to the manufacturer’s instructions for contact time, temperature, etc.

High-level disinfection (HLD) – most commonly defined as the elimination of all microorganisms on a 
device or instrument, except for small numbers of bacterial spores

Low-level disinfectant - a chemical (usually in liquid, foam, or gaseous form) that eliminates all 
vegetative bacteria on a device or instrument, (except tubercle bacilli) and most viruses from a device or 
instrument when used according to the manufacturer’s instructions for contact time, temperature, etc.

Low-level disinfection – a disinfection process that eliminates all vegetative bacteria (except tubercle 
bacilli) and most viruses from a device or instrument. Low-level disinfection does not eliminate bacterial 
spores

Minimum recommended concentration (MRC) – the lowest concentration of a chemical or active 
ingredient at which the disinfectant has been demonstrated to be effective.

Personal protective equipment (PPE) – equipment that is worn by an individual to minimize their 
exposure to workplace hazards such as hazardous chemicals/disinfectants and microorganisms.

Point-of-use cleaning – a cleaning process performed immediately after use to remove large amounts of 
gross soil and debris. This process is also sometimes referred to as pre-cleaning.

Probe storage cover – a sleeve designed to shield high-level disinfected probes during storage to 
protect them from environmental contamination. These sleeves are not designed to be used during 
ultrasound or medical procedures.

Probe transport vessel – a vessel (ex. bag) that is used to transport soiled probes from the point of care 
to the appropriate reprocessing area. These vessels should be marked as biohazardous. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 













 

  
















